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Also eager 1o provide his customers
with a vacation from suburban life is
Michael Heiden, principal owner of
Chakra. Like Radisic, Heiden created his
restaurant’s unique look himself, and had
a clear vision of what he wanted without
ever having been schooled in interior
design.
urant is named for what some
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vated bric embled imperfectly
according 1o Heiden's instructions — form
two sides of the dining room. Hindu
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up high, fire ¢ es hold flickering pillar
A giant palm tree serves as the
room’s centerpiece. Deep, ivory-cush-
ioned bangueties are draped with shim-
rtains. A limestone waterwall

hopes will be “special moments™ for his
customers, it is not a set. All the elements
- except perhaps for the tiny, fiber optic
stars that make the ceiling look like the
heay are real. Heiden insisted the stars
be faint so they would catch people by
surprise and not make the ceiling look
like a planetarium.

“I'm a big romantic,” Heiden laughs, *1
want people to feel at home, but not at
their home.”




